management in neonates. It is unique in its scope and the quality of contributors, all of whom are recognised experts in their field.
The first chapter (written by the editors) provides an overview of what is to follow, an example that other books could emulate. The following 22 chapters succinctly cover a range of topics from basic neurobiological development, pharmacology, a discussion of the consequences of inadequately treated pain, foetal surgery and ethical issues. There is also a discussion about the treatment of pain in neonates and infants in lesser developed countries.
The book is comprehensive in its approach to issues relevant to pain in this vulnerable population, including contributions on complementary and alternative approaches to pain in infancy, parenting, social and cultural context, health policy and economics.
The topics covered are of relevance to all anaesthesia departments that deal with sick neonates and infants. It is the most concise volume on this subject and is largely up-to-date and indicative of current practice.
I would recommend that this book be purchased by all paediatric anaesthesia, neonatal and intensive care departments in Australasia as it highlights the consequences of inadequate pain management while summarising the latest developments in pain research and its management.
G A third edition in 12 years indicates the demand for this book. It covers the general range of interest: gas supply, anaesthetic machines, scavenging, breathing systems, tracheal tubes and other airway devices, intubation equipment, ventilators, humidification, invasive and non-invasive monitoring, equipment for regional anaesthesia and PCA and electrical equipment, but none in sufficient detail for a final Fellowship exam.
Equipment from the U.K. is predominantly described, with little mention of other manufacturers such as Dräger and Datex, limiting its relevance to Australasian anaesthetic practice. For example, the common three litre water capacity gas cylinder on anaesthetic machines is referred to as an "E" cylinder, but is coded as "C" in Australia. Quick connect-disconnect Schrader connections are covered but others such as the SIS are omitted.
There are many illustrations of equipment in the 256 pages but surprisingly few diagrams explain how equipment works. Although each chapter ends with three to 14 questions and answers, some further detail on particular answers can not be found in the chapter.
This book may serve as an introduction to U. This book is an excellent compilation of the neurobiology, pathology and therapeutics of neuropathic pain. The text is a report of a consensus group meeting of experts in the field, held in Scottsdale, Arizona, U.S.A. in April 2005, so it may be dated to some extent given the rapidly changing nature of neurobiological research.
The book is divided logically into chapters covering peripheral and central neuropathic pain, with excellent sections on topic issues such as ion channels, nociceptive transduction, central sensitisation, cortico-bulbar-spinal neuromodulation, opioids in neuropathic pain, the neuro-immune connection, genetics and measurement. There is also an excellent chapter on functional brain imaging and pain.
The book includes consensus statements, summaries and further research questions at the end of most chapters. Unfortunately, no executive summary of these important statements or any 'abstracts' were included, which would have been very helpful. This text is not an easy read because of the complexity of the topics and high level of detail provided. It raises more (research) questions than answers about neuropathic pain. However, this was the intention of the consensus meeting and the editors, as a means of directing future research in the field.
As with most pain publications, the vast majority of contributors are from North America with some from Europe and surprisingly, none from the Asia-Pacific
